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THE PASTOR’S PEN— NOVEMBER
Remember the year we went from summer straight to
winter? Yes, I mean this year. It has been a wild year for
weather in Missouri. We essentially skipped spring, and now
it
seems like we skipped fall. At a minimum, we can say it is a
unique weather pattern. I like routine. I like relying on expectations. I like knowing that fall will come around October and the leaves will change, the temperature
will cool a bit, and anticipate winter arriving soon. I have joked in the past few
years that we should consider a “leap month” to put things back to the way I
remember them as a kid. But then, of course, someone would miss their birthday
or anniversary. At this age, I would be ok if it was my birthday that got skipped! I
suppose that I will accept the pattern has shifted and there is a new something to
get used to.
We like patterns and routine. It brings us comfort and security. We can plan
because we know what is coming next. Surprises or variations can make us
anxious or uncomfortable, at least it does for me. As we enter into the holiday
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season, we are certainly gearing up for a litany of patterns that have become
embedded in our lives over the years. We know what will happen around every
corner with few to no changes. Because this time of year is filled with so many
“mile markers” on our path, we find it very easy to navigate this busy season.
Halloween is happening right now, Thanksgiving day is coming soon, Black Friday
follows (yes, I recognize this as a mile marker, but not a holiday), midterms, winter
break from school, Christmas Eve, Christmas day, New Year's Eve and day, and
back to the routine until the next holiday in January. From this point on, the year
cruises by us with these mile markers flashing by in an instant. Sometimes I fear
we may not even notice how quickly we pass them. That is until there is a change
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in the pattern.
How do we deal with a shift in routine? Were
you prepared with your winter clothes when we
went from 90 on a Tuesday, to 40 on a Thursday?
I’m guessing probably not. Even if your clothing
items were ready, you were still likely a bit askew
reconciling it in your mind. “What happened to
fall?” may have been a question on your lips. It
was a shock to the system; a break in the pattern.
We all took it in stride with a grumble here or
there. So as we look forward to all the pattern
expected through this busy end of the year, are
we able to take any changes in pattern with grace?
Can we be flexible enough to respond to change
in a positive way?
My reason is hinged on the idea of Thanksgiving.
We celebrate each year a holiday specifically
designed to remind us to give thanks. We are
encouraged to give thanks to God. God certainly
deserves more than one day for us to say thank
you for our blessings, but just in case we forget,
we have a holiday set aside to take care of it. But

I want us to stretch this out. I want to
encourage everyone to give thanks every day.
My suggestion is that we start by making the
month of November a month of thanks-giving.
Thank God for the blessings, and thank God for
the support to face challenges. Thank God for
the flexibility needed to navigate the stress of this
busy season, and for the reminder that the little
details are not the reason for this time. If you
pause or slow down to witness what is going on, I
am certain your experience this year will be filled
with a new awareness of the many blessings we
have. Yes, it will be busy. Yes, there will be times
when your patience will be tested. But I invite
you to consider the joy God experiences witnessing us living out our faith in fellowship and
celebration. Paul writes to the Ephesians “always
giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” This is our
goal for this November. Thanks to God for all
and everything in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Happy thanks-giving to you all! Pastor Dave

Do you have Questions?
We have Answers!
We are offering a new members class for anyone who would like to know more about our
church. Meetings will be Sunday Nov. 4th,
18th and 25th from 2-4 pm. We will have a joining service on Dec. 4th for
anyone who wishes to join the church at that time.
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November 4th 2:00am

WORSHIP SERVICE
ASSIGNMENTS
LITURGISTS:
SECOND SERVICE
NURSERY HELPERS:
4– Tiffany Schleappe
11– Jenifer Ferguson
18– Jenkin’s Family
25– Patti O’Connor

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
2 yrs - Pre K - K:
Kady Harris/Jill Clemons
1st - 4th:
Kathy Stewart/Sharon Sewell
5th - 6th:
Audra Wiant

MONEY COUNTERS:

4– Chuck Hubbard
11– Nathan Pack
18—Jeff LaBrot
25– Dan Harris

Check Signers:
11/7 Linda Skaggs & Bob Powell
11/14 Bob Powell & Wayne Weber
11/21 Wayne Weber & Jamey Wruck
11/24 Jamey Wruck & Jim Sowers

GREETERS:
2nd Service
Sandy & John Cottle, Sandy Neavill,
Sally Lowe & Bob Powell

Shirley Pruitt & Dee Krause

Are you on this list? If so, we look forward to serving with you—
and if you cannot, please find a replacement and let the church
office know! Thank you!

Attention 1st Service Attenders: We have a sign up sheet for Usher’s, Greeters,
Set Up, Closing, Coffee & Nursery. You do not need to sign up for everything,
just pick what you want to help with. If we get enough help we would only have
to do it once a month. The sign up sheet is on the table as you enter the door.
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Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary
November 01

Bryan & Amanda Moore

November 07

Dave & Audra Wiant

November 09

Chris & Jenifer Ferguson

November 10

Rick & Betty Skaggs

November 10

Ralph & Pat Stamm

November 18

Dustin & Kim Gray

Cornerstone Café @ 5:00 pm
Due to the growth of our church family,
we have far more prayer concerns than
the layout of our bulletin will allow.
Please note that while the list in the
bulletin will be abbreviated, the full list
will still be available in worship from a
greeter before or after the service.
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11/7 - Sausage & Rice Casserole
11/14 - Turkey & Dressing
11/21 - Chili & Crackers

11/24 - Chicken Bow Tie Parmesan
Please help keep us with updated information. If
you have a new address, phone number, email address
or want to make sure we have birthdate(s) and your
anniversary date, please send a email. Or you can update any information of the attendance sheet and place
in the offering plate. Thank you!

November, 2018
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PRAYER LIST

-

ONGOING

-
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-
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Pat Scott
May Belle (Jenkins) Steward
Audrey Duckett
Evelyn Morris

Country Meadows
Brookdale - St. Peters
Homebound
Homebound

Tony Schrum
Arlene Roberts
Andy Duckett
Ethel Loehr
Debbie - Diane Moore's Sister

Community Manor
St. Joe Manor
NCH Desloge3
Rehab Facility
Nursing Home Belleville IL

Nursing Home
Rehabilitation
Rehabilitation

Rosa Prewitt
Jacob Sutton
Anthony Verde
Zach Breck
Matthew LaBrot
Andy Vaughan
Anna Husted
Todd Mabery
Rebecca Jones

National Guard
Air force - LA
Air force-In Guam for 2 years
Marine
Army
Air Force
Marine

Linda Prewitt
Jill & Dave Clemons - grandson
Dee Krause
Patrick and Karen - Son
Jeff and Karen - Son
Gillingham - Grandson
Prayer Team
Vicki Weible
Dean (café diner)

Rev. Geraldo Nathaniel Matsinhe
Brian Tucker & Family (cousins)

Alzheimer's

Our Partner Church
`
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Centenary UMC
Pastor: Rev. David Wiant

Tel: 573 358-2238

Weekly events

20 Park Ave

Fax: 573 358-2909

@ Centenary

Bonne Terre, MO 63628

E-mail: admin@centenarybonneterre.org
Monday:
6:00 Knitting Shawl Ministry
7:30 AA/Al-Anon
Tuesday:
Centenary Circle (Women’s
Group) 4th Tuesday

Wednesday:
2:00 Prayer Group
5:00 Cornerstone Café
6:30 Youth (7-12th Grades)
6:00 Chamber Choir
7:00 Phoebe Circle
(Women’s Group) 1st
Wednesday
Thursday:
7:00 Praise Team Rehearsal

Bonne Terre Ministerial Christmas Food Boxes
Centenary is responsible for furnishing 300 boxes of “Mashed

Sunday:
9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 am Worship Service

Potatoes” again this year.
To help keep the boxes uniformed and easier to pack we would
like to get all the boxes of Potatoes from Save-a-Lot. We can
order cases cheaper than you can buy a box or two. If you
would like to donate some money for the potatoes, please mark
your envelope with “ Potatoes”. We will make sure it gets to the
proper place.
They will also need help on Dec. 13th, 14th, 15th, & 16th at
Sonrise Baptist Church. You can call Marty Gawf for more
information.
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Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00-3:00

