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THE PASTOR’S PEN— DECEMBER
Love came down at Christmas. Love, a lovely love divine.
Love was born at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign.
Love shall be our token, love be yours and love be mine; love
to
God and others, love for plea and gift and sign.
These lyrics to this old hymn were penned in 1885 by Christina Rossetti. It is said
that she found solace in writing and the calming, simple words of this carol reflect
that comfort. The tune is not hers and is a traditional Irish melody. The two put
together give us a wonderful reminder of the spirit of Christmas. It is the nature
of love that is fascinating to me. While it isn’t the first instance, Rossetti takes a
very anthropomorphic approach to love. That is, she gives love human qualities or
abilities. Love “comes” and is “born.” Love will be our “token” and it is something we can collect. Love is not abstract. It is lived out in our lives because God
entered into the world to bring love to humanity. We receive that love and share
it with others. It is a love like no other. A love that is God; perfect, whole, and
free.
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This is a powerful message of Christmas. Yes, we anticipate the salvation and redemption offered through Jesus Christ the Savior. But what about this little baby?
Love has come to earth in a child. Love is innocent, pure, humble, and dependent
on humans to take care of it. We have an amazing opportunity to nurture that
love in our own hearts and lives. We journey toward the Christ child, love in the
flesh, and are reminded of what we are bringing with us, and what we are about to
receive. We receive love. We give ourselves to that love. We commit to love
our neighbors in that same way. We give ourselves over to be humble in order to
show love.
Joseph shows love to God and Mary when he decides to not abandon her. He
chooses to potentially sacrifice his reputation out of love. And this is the begin-
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ning of this journey we all make to the manger.
We have a choice as to whether we will welcome
love into the world. We have a choice as to
whether we will allow love to change our hearts,
even if the cost seems high. We have a choice to
remember that God Almighty has humbled Godself and come to earth as a peasant, infant in the
dirty filth of a stable. We have a choice to remember that God does this for you. Yes for you.
Not just for those people, not for only the rich,
educated, white, American. Love has come down
for all.
This season, our Advent series is called “Prepare”
and we will talk about this journey to again encounter the Christ child. Our journey will lead us
through a process of examining our current position and how we need to prepare our hearts for a
special new encounter. God will never leave us in
one space. What we know and learned at last
Christmas is a building stone for this year and the

rest of our days. That is where we are headed.
Let the journey begin.
For any of you that I won’t see in person let me
offer you many blessings this season. This season
is one of love and hope. May you be blessed beyond measure, loved unconditionally, and may
your hope in our Savior Jesus Christ be renewed.
God bless you all as we wrap up an amazing 2018.
on, I am certain your experience this year will be
filled with a new awareness of the many blessings
we have. Yes, it will be busy. Yes, there will be
times when your patience will be tested. But I
invite you to consider the joy God experiences
witnessing us living out our faith in fellowship and
celebration. Paul writes to the Ephesians “always
giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” This is our
goal for this November. Thanks to God for all
and everything in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Happy thanks-giving to you all!

Pastor Dave

“ The Gift” Christmas Choir Program
Sunday December 16th @ 5:00 pm
Cookies and Cider will be served at 4:15

Open House @ the Parsonage
Dec 22, 4-8:00 pm
The office will be
closed the week of
Dec 24th and Dec.
31 & Jan. 1st.
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Christmas Eve Services:
5:00 pm - Traditional and
Communion Service
11:00 pm - Guitars, Carols and
Communion

WORSHIP SERVICE
ASSIGNMENTS
LITURGISTS:
SECOND SERVICE
NURSERY HELPERS:
2– Karen Labrot
9– Sharon Sewell
16– No Nursery
23– Sharon Sewell

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
2 yrs - Pre K - K:
Kady Harris/Jill Clemons
1st - 4th:
Kathy Stewart/Sharon Sewell
5th - 6th:
Audra Wiant

MONEY COUNTERS:
Jan Caudle & Rita Drochelman

2– Jill Clemons
9- Patti O’Connor
16 - Jackie Berry
23 - Chuck Hubbard
30- Nathan Pack

Check Signers:
12/5 Linda Skaggs & Bob Powell
12/12 Bob Powell & Wayne Weber
12/19 Wayne Weber & Jamey Wruck
12/26 Jamey Wruck & Jim Sowers

GREETERS:
2nd Service
Patti O’Connor, Mary Porter,
Jan Caudle, & Diane Moore

Are you on this list? If so, we look forward to serving with you—
and if you cannot, please find a replacement and let the church
office know! Thank you!
If you ordered a Christmas Wreath don’t forget to
send in your money so we can check you off the list.

Attention 1st Service Attenders: We have been working on a worship team
that will help get volunteers for the first service. If you would like to give 1 hour or
less per month to help us in varied duties for the first service, please call or email the
office. We could use everyone’s help. Thanks,
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Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary

Cornerstone Café @ 5:00 pm
12/5 - Chicken Fried Breaded Patty

12/12 - Chicken & Dumplings
12/19 - Chicken & Noodles
12/26 - No Cafe
Please help keep us with updated information. If
you have a new address, phone number, email address
or want to make sure we have birthdate(s) and your
anniversary date, please send a email. Or you can update any information of the attendance sheet and place
in the offering plate. Thank you!
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December, 2018
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PRAYER LIST

-

ONGOING

-

-
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-

GREIVING

Pat Scott
May Belle (Jenkins) Steward

Country Meadows
Brookdale - St. Peters

Audrey Duckett
Evelyn Morris

Homebound
Homebound

Tony Schrum
Arlene Roberts
Andy Duckett
Ethel Loehr
Debbie - Diane Moore's Sister

Community Manor
St. Joe Manor
NCH Desloge3
Rehab Facility
Nursing Home Belleville IL

Nursing Home
Rehabilitation
Rehabilitation
Alzheimer's

Rosa Prewitt
Jacob Sutton
Anthony Verde
Zach Breck
Matthew LaBrot

National Guard
Air force - LA
Air force-In Guam for 2 years
Marine
Army

Linda Prewitt
Jill & Dave Clemons - grandson
Dee Krause
Patrick and Karen - Son
Jeff and Karen - Son

Andy Vaughan
Anna Husted
Todd Mabery
Rebecca Jones

Air Force
Marine

Gillingham - Grandson
Prayer Team
Vicki Weible
Dean (café diner)

Rev. Geraldo Nathaniel Matsinhe
Brian Tucker & Family (cousins)

Our Partner Church
`
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Centenary UMC
Pastor: Rev. David Wiant

Tel: 573 358-2238

Weekly events

20 Park Ave

Fax: 573 358-2909

@ Centenary

Bonne Terre, MO 63628

E-mail: admin@centenarybonneterre.org
Monday:
6:00 Knitting Shawl Ministry
7:30 AA/Al-Anon
Tuesday:
Centenary Circle (Women’s
Group) 4th Tuesday

Wednesday:
2:00 Prayer Group
5:00 Cornerstone Café
6:30 Youth (7-12th Grades)
6:00 Chamber Choir

Bonne Terre Ministerial Christmas Food Boxes

Thank you for help collecting money for the Christmas Baskets.
Centenary is responsible for furnishing 300 boxes of “Mashed
Potatoes” again this year.
To help keep the boxes uniformed and easier to pack we would
like to get all the boxes of Potatoes from Save-a-Lot. We can
order cases cheaper than you can buy a box or two. If you
would like to donate some money for the potatoes, please mark
your envelope with “ Potatoes”. We will make sure it gets to the
proper place.
They will also need help on Dec. 13th, 14th, & 15th at Sonrise
Baptist Church. You can call Marty Gawf or Judy Gilliam for
more information.

Lay Servant Training will be
January 19th 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Call the office to sign up.
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7:00 Phoebe Circle
(Women’s Group) 1st
Wednesday
Thursday:
7:00 Praise Team Rehearsal
Sunday:
9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 am Worship Service
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00-3:00

