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Often at this time of year, you will hear the phrase “reflect
on the past year” or something similar. I have been reflecting on 2018 as well as on this phrase. It is an interesting
phrase that is worthy of a bit of thought. What does it mean to
reflect? I suppose to look back on something and reminisce or to remember
thoughtfully. But why reflect. It is a copy of an image that is re-evaluated by the
witness. So, if we reflect on the last year, isn’t this a recollection of our experience over the past 12 months? Maybe it’s better to say it this way; the past year
didn’t happen in a vacuum. We lived it. It only happened because we were there
to experience it. This may seem like philosophical gymnastics, but there is a point.
We can disconnect ourselves from our experiences and romanticize or brood
over them as if they were cast upon us by outside forces. But, we would be missing out on the true reflection that we might witness.
We have lived full and blessed lives this past year. Yes, there are always difficult
times. Some have lost loved ones which can never be forgotten. Some have faced
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immense challenges with health and family. Some have struggled with complicated
relationships and criticism. Some people had a hard year. So when you reflect on
this, what do you see? Do you see suffering or do you see God? Do you recognize how God has carried you through those difficulties? Does your reflection
include how you were blessed even when you didn’t notice it at the time?
We have lived full and blessed lives this year, part two. Yes, there were amazing
times. There were times when everything was smooth, blessings abounded. It
seemed as though every moment of the past year was a joyful experience. Our
relationships were fruitful, and our ministry to others was powerful. Even when
others were struggling, we were not consumed by negativity. Our head was always above water. As you reflect on this, what do you see? Do you look at your
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efforts or do you see God at work? Do you recognize how God has carried you through those
times? Does your reflection include how you
were blessed even when you didn’t notice it at
the time?
See the thing about reflecting is that there is a
great danger in seeing ourselves in the reflection.
We can be fooled into thinking that the year was
about us instead of about God. One of the most
challenging things that we face is the temptation
to place ourselves in the image instead of God.
We are created in God’s image, so our reflection
ought to be a witness of God. We lived in 2018.
We were there to experience every moment, and
God was with us.
As I reflect upon the past year, I recognize the ups
and downs that God faced with me. I see how
when I was lost, God was calling out to me to get

back on track. I realize when I was overwhelmed with joy, it was God I saw at work.
What are the big events for you this past year?
How was God present in those times? When you
had those quiet moments that seem insignificant,
do you recall that God was there? My friends,
2018 was a year of God in our lives. It is because
of that we should reflect on the past year with
great joy. We are forgiven and redeemed by our
Savior. We are strengthened and guided by the
Holy Spirit. We may encounter happiness and
sorrow, but our joy is undoubtedly found in the
Lord. May God bless our 2019 even more and
may we witness God’s work in every moment.
You are loved beyond measure. God bless you in
this coming year.

Pastor Dave

WWW.centenarybonneterre.org
Lay Servant Training
Jan 19, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Call the office for more info.
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WORSHIP SERVICE
ASSIGNMENTS
LITURGISTS:
SECOND SERVICE
NURSERY HELPERS:
6– Diane Moore
13– Jenifer Ferguson
20– Tiffany Schleappe
27– Jill Clemons

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
2 yrs - Pre K - K:
Kady Harris/Jill Clemons
1st - 4th:
Kathy Stewart/Sharon Sewell
5th - 6th:
Audra Wiant

MONEY COUNTERS:
Jan Caudle & Rita Drochelman

6– Jeff LaBrot
13– Dan Harris
20—Jill Clemons
27– Patti O’Connor

Check Signers:
1/2 Linda Skaggs & Bob Powell
1/9 Bob Powell & Wayne Weber
1/16 Wayne Weber & Jamey Wruck
1/23 Jamey Wruck & Jim Sowers
1/30 Jim Sowers & Linda Skaggs

GREETERS:
2nd Service
Shirley Pruitt, Linda Prewitt, Rita
Drochelman, Barb & Richard Hite

Are you on this list? If so, we look forward to serving with you—
and if you cannot, please find a replacement and let the church
office know! Thank you!

Attention 1st Service Attenders: Look for the Worship Team
with the blue lanyards coming soon. They will be more than happy to
assist you. If you would like to help others out, and be on the team,
just ask one of them how you can help.
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Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary
January 27 Tom & Patti O'Connor

Cornerstone Café @ 5:00 pm
1/2 - Sloppy Joes
1/9 - Smoke Sausage Stew
1/16 - Chicken Spaghetti
1/23 - Turkey Tetrazzini
1/30 - Maid Rites

Remember to look at our
Website or
Social Media for weather
related closures.
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Please help keep us with updated information. If
you have a new address, phone number, email address
or want to make sure we have birthdate(s) and your
anniversary date, please send a email. Or you can update any information of the attendance sheet and place
in the offering plate. Thank you!

January, 2019
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PRAYER LIST

-

ONGOING

-

GREIVING
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Pat Scott
May Belle (Jenkins) Steward
Audrey Duckett
Evelyn Morris

Country Meadows
Brookdale - St. Peters
Homebound
Homebound

Tony Schrum
Arlene Roberts

Community Manor
St. Joe Manor

Andy Duckett
Ethel Loehr
Debbie - Diane Moore's Sister

NCH Desloge3
Rehab Facility
Nursing Home Belleville IL

Rosa Prewitt
Jacob Sutton
Anthony Verde
Zach Breck
Matthew LaBrot

National Guard
Air force - LA
Air force-In Guam for 2 years
Marine
Army

Linda Prewitt
Jill & Dave Clemons - grandson
Dee Krause
Patrick and Karen - Son
Jeff and Karen - Son

Andy Vaughan
Anna Husted
Todd Mabery
Rebecca Jones

Air Force
Marine

Gillingham - Grandson
Prayer Team
Vicki Weible
Dean (café diner)

Nursing Home
Rehabilitation
Rehabilitation
Alzheimer's

Rev. Geraldo Nathaniel Matsinhe
Brian Tucker & Family (cousins)

Our Partner Church
`

-

Stephen Ministries Informational Workshop - Feb 2, 2019
If you would like more information see Dalana Mauk
or the bulletin board @ the Cornerstone.
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Centenary UMC
Pastor: Rev. David Wiant

Tel: 573 358-2238

Weekly events

20 Park Ave

Fax: 573 358-2909

@ Centenary

Bonne Terre, MO 63628

E-mail: admin@centenarybonneterre.org
Monday:
6:00 Knitting Shawl Ministry

TABLE OF HOPE

7:30 AA/Al-Anon
Tuesday:
Centenary Circle (Women’s
Group) 4th Tuesday

Wednesday:
2:00 Prayer Group
5:00 Cornerstone Café
6:30 Youth (7-12th Grades)
6:00 Chamber Choir
7:00 Phoebe Circle
(Women’s Group) 1st
Wednesday
Thursday:
7:00 Praise Team Rehearsal
Sunday:
9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 am Worship Service
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00-3:00
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