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When I arrived in Bonne Terre three years ago, there was so
much excitement and enthusiasm. We moved in on June 19th and
were preparing for our first worship service together. I was flooded with
information. Names, traditions, activities, places, and events. There was a
considerable amount to take in. I was very grateful for all who helped up
construct a schedule and helped with that transition.
One of the first events that I was informed about was the “Big River Chautauqua”
in which I of course was invited to sing. Who could resist Beatles music! I
remember this because I had no idea what “Chautauqua” was or is! Saying it is
difficult enough. Was it Chip-a-munka, sarsaparilla, Cucamonga, Barbaque-a?
Then the spelling! My, oh my. Just remember “a then u” after the consonants,
except on the last one because it’s the other way around. (See! Confusing, isn’t it.)
I had to look up this event. Especially considering how famous ours is. We are
the longest running Chautauqua west of the Mississippi, and might I say one that is
done exceptionally well!
The Chautauqua originated in New York in 1874 and was reportedly started by
two Methodists named John Heyl Vincent and Lewis Miller. It began as a summer
school for Sunday school teachers. As it grew, the Chautauqua developed into a
more prominent vehicle for education and not just Christian educators. The
curriculum expanded, and so did the participants. Along with these changes,
concerts and activities were included. Around this same time in history,
Vaudeville was becoming more popular. And while Vaudeville tended to be a bit
more “anti-intellectual,” Chautauqua was noted as being more refined and upperclass. As time went on, these distinctions faded, and performers began moving
between both arenas and the modern Chautauqua developed into the state which
we currently know it to be.
July we will join together for another Chautauqua the 18th through the 20th at the
park behind City Hall. We will gather for music, storytelling, fellowship, and of
course, food. After all, Methodists did start the thing, and Methodists eat! I hope
that you will plan to come and enjoy this event. There is a different speaker each
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night and over the past three years, I have been
very impressed and entertained by our speakers.
The Chautauqua choir will perform as well each
night, and I have been blessed to be a part of this
troupe. The music is fantastic, and I am sure you
will recognize familiar faces from Centenary.
The model of Chautauqua isn’t unfamiliar to
Methodists. It is very much like a camp meeting.
People gather in fellowship to learn, praise God
for health and wellness, and celebrate our community and heritage. It is, in many ways, a church.
The fellowship is certainly a component, but the
learning and presentation are critical points. Can
you imagine a Chautauqua where everyone just
milled around for an hour? It wouldn’t get much
attention. This would leave people asking about
the purpose.
When I think about this, I cannot help but think
about our church, specifically, how we communicate our purpose. All that we do sends a message
about who we are, what we believe, and why we
do what we do. There are purpose and intentionality in every piece of our work. One of the
reasons suspected for the decline of the
Chautauqua is the inability to stay relevant.
Fundamentalists in the church lost interest
because there weren’t enough depth or ‘teeth.’
Others lost interest as radio and movies became
more widely available and popular. A lack of

relevance and the influence of more engaging social
activities won the day. This is often a concern
raised about the church worldwide. Is the church
just on the “to-do” list where other social events
take priority now and then? Have we lost
relevance? The church, as a vehicle for education,
fellowship, community, and praise, continues to
drift. Is there a way to re-ignite purpose into our
ministries?
The encouraging word here is that the Big River
Chautauqua is going strong. It is still relevant.
There is purpose, enthusiasm, buy-in, and most of
all, community. It takes many hands, minds, and
hearts to make this happen. Maybe a page from the
Chautauqua playbook will help churches to look at
their ministries. I am not focusing on Centenary
here, but we are not exempt. But as those in the
ministry of discipleship, our prayer should always be
that Christ’s church throughout the world should
flourish to accomplish this goal.
I remember arriving here and hearing nearly right
away about this event. There was excitement, and I
was invited to be a part of it. What a fantastic
model for how we tell people about our community
here at Centenary! Happy July!

Pastor Dave

Blood Drive July 30th
2:30-6:30pm
Sign up @
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WORSHIP SERVICE
ASSIGNMENTS

LITURGISTS:

SECOND SERVICE
NURSERY HELPERS:
2– Patti O’Connor
9– Vicki Weible
16– Beth Pack
23– Karen LaBrot

7– Jeff LaBrot
14– Randall Jones
21 - Patti O’Connor
28 - Jackie Berry

Check Signers:

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Pre K - 3rd:
Patti O’Connor
4th - 6th:
Audra Wiant

7/3 Linda Skaggs & Bob Powell
7/10 Bob Powell & Wayne Weber
7/17 Wayne Weber & Jamey Wruck
7/24 Jamey Wruck & Jim Sowers
7/31 Jim Sowers & Linda Skaggs

GREETERS:

MONEY COUNTERS:
Diane Moore & Judy Gilliam

2nd Service
Shirley Pruitt,
Rita Drochelman,
Barb & Richard Hite

Are you on this list? If so, we look forward to serving with you—
and if you cannot, please find a replacement and let the church
office know! Thank you!

July 13th @ 8:00 am
in the Cornerstone

Please help keep us with updated information. If you have a new address, phone
number, email address or want to make sure
we have birthdate(s) and your anniversary
date, please send a email. Or you can update
any information of the attendance sheet and
place in the offering plate. Thank you!
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Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary
July 02 Jim & Judy Gillam
July 11 John & Sandy Cottle
July 18 Don & Rita Drochelman
July 24 Ronnie & Sally Skiles
July 24 Paul & Lila Williams
July 27 Kasey & Stacy Jenkins

Cornerstone Café @ 5:00 pm
7/3 - Breaded Chuck Wagon Chicken
7/10 - Burrtios
7/17 - Hot Dogs
7/24 - Soft Taco Bake
7/31 - Shepherd’s Pie

WWW.centenarybonneterre.org
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JULY 2019

Red Cross
Blood Drive

Youth Day @ the Lake
July 14th @ 12:30

Red Cross Blood Drive

July 30

2:30 - 6:30

Big River Chautauqua
July 18-20
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PRAYER LIST

-

-

ONGOING
-

-

-

-

GREIVING

Pat Scott
Bobby Ayres (nephew to Sally Skiles)
Evelyn Morris
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Country Meadows
Nursing Home
Homebound

Arlene Roberts
Andy Duckett

St. Joe Manor
NCH Desloge3

Rehabilitation
Rehabilitation

Ethel Loehr
Debbie - Diane Moore's Sister

Rehab Facility
Nursing Home Belleville IL

Alzheimer's

Rosa Prewitt
Jacob Sutton
Anthony Verde

National Guard
Air force - LA
Air force-In Guam for 2 years

Linda Prewitt
Jill & Dave Clemons - grandson
Dee Krause

Matthew LaBrot
Anna Husted Deal & Husband Jeffrey
Deal
Todd Mabery

Army

Jeff and Karen - Son

Marine

Prayer Team
Vicki Weible

Rebecca Jones

Dean (café diner)

Rev. Geraldo Nathaniel Matsinhe

Our Partner Church

Brian Tucker & Family (cousins)

`

-

VBS 2019
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Centenary UMC
Pastor: Rev. David Wiant

Tel: 573 358-2238

Weekly events

20 Park Ave

Fax: 573 358-2909

@ Centenary

Bonne Terre, MO 63628

E-mail: admin@centenarybonneterre.org
Monday:
6:00 Knitting Shawl Ministry

VBS 2019

6:30 Deborah Circle
(Women’s Group)
1st Monday
7:30 AA/Al-Anon
Tuesday:
10:30 Centenary Circle
(Women’s Group)
4th Tuesday
Wednesday:
2:00 Prayer Group
5:00 Cornerstone Café
6:00 Chamber Choir
7:00 Praise Team Rehearsal

Sunday:
9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 am Worship Service
12:00 Phoebe Circle
(Women’s Group)
3rd Sunday
6:30 Youth Group

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00-3:00
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