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It’s back to school time for our children and young adults. This
is an exciting time of year and yet a time when we see anxious
parents sending young ones off for the first time and college students packed into
dorm rooms to begin a new stage of their lives away from home. However, each
of these instances are just like all those transitioning to a new grade level. There
is excitement about what this year holds in store. New teachers, classmates,
events, and learning. Of course there are students who lament the end of the
freedom of the summer break. Days of sleeping in are replaced with early wake
up calls and dreary eyes wandering out for breakfast and a mad search for backpacks. It is truly an amazing time and a powerful witness to the ritual of education.
This annual event affects everyone even if you don’t have a child. Someone you
know is facing this activity and their experience will likely impact your relationship
with them. We find ourselves in a position to offer prayers and support for all
those who are in transition. As a community of faith, our role is no less significant
than the event itself. We can make this rite of passage more manageable through
love and care.
Early scholastic institutions primarily focused on theological education and expanded in medieval times (reportedly happening 1200-1300 A.D.) to include grammar,
arithmetic, and music, and geometry. Fast forward to the early years of what
would become America, the role of teaching these fundamental educational tools
was left to those in the home, and theological studies were a focus for higher
learning. Then a shift in focus moved the academics into the public school system
around the turn of the 19th century. Religion was slowly but fully removed from
public education over the next century eventually leading to the official removal of
prayer as a collective practice in 1962. So, where did the responsibility of Christian education fall? Into the local church.
The problem? Well, the traditions of Sunday school trace back to the mid to late
1700’s. In early years these schools were collectives of students affiliated with
denominations that grew into very large entities teaching not only Christian

THE PASTOR’S PEN-CONTINUED

education but also reading, writing and math.
They grew even larger to include sports clubs,
music groups, and mission programs. Then, a
slow decline. The education act in 1870 changed
the function of these schools. This process of
dissolving took 200 years but eventually these
institutions fully closed in 1970. What was left is
the 45 minute sessions on Sunday mornings at
local churches. Currently the average participation in Sunday school classes is less than 10 %.
This leads us to the question of who is teaching
Christians about Jesus. Who is sharing the ways
we apply those teachings to our lives? Is it done
in the home? Is the sermon sufficient? I will be
the first to say that if you are depending solely on
one of my sermons for your Christian education
you might reconsider. Discussion and discernment
are critical for understanding scripture and application. If the school isn’t able to teach Christian
values, families are so busy they barely have time,
and the church is only covering 10 %, who is
attending to this? If you are curious, we have
about 30% participation in our Sunday school program. My point is that there is a deep need for

Christian education in our lives. We need to be in
worship, but we also need to be in study of the
word, and in conversation with others about how
to live into God’s calling in our lives. Christianity is
not a solitary endeavor. We need to guide one
another. We need teachers to teach and students
to learn.
As the school year kicks off, I want to remind you
that our Christian education doesn’t differ from
school. It is a mandatory event for children and we
make sure they are there. Why? Because we know
they need that education to succeed. Is it possible
that we should consider their Christian education
just as necessary for a healthy and blessed life? We
have a means to do this. It becomes merely a
practice to study.
Sunday school classes begin Sunday August 18th for
all ages. Please let us know if you need help finding
a class.
2 Tim. 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man
of God may be competent, equipped for every good
work.

Pastor Dave

September 13th

10:00 pm Cornerstone
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WORSHIP SERVICE

SEPTEMBER
MONEY COUNTERS:

ASSIGNMENTS
SECOND SERVICE
NURSERY HELPERS:
1– Jenifer Ferguson
8– Tiffany Schleappe
15– Jill Clemons
22– Karen LaBrot
29- Vicky Weible

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
K - 1st:
Kati Hacker
2nd - 5th:
Patti O’Connor
6th - 8th:
Audra Wiant

Rita Drochelman & Jan Caudle

SEPTEMBER
LITURGISTS:
1– Patti O’Connor
8– Jackie Berry
15- Chuck Hubbard
22 - Nathan Pack
29 -Jeff LaBrot

SEPTEMBER
Check Signers:
9/4 Linda Skaggs & Bob Powell
9/11 Bob Powell & Wayne Weber
9/18 Wayne Weber & Jamey Wruck
9/29 Jamey Wruck & Jim Sowers

Are you on this list? If so, we look forward to serving with you—
and if you cannot, please find a replacement and let the church
office know! Thank you!

Aug. 10th @ 8:00 am
Sept. 14th @ 8:00 am
in the Cornerstone

Please help keep us with updated information. If you have a new address, phone
number, email address or want to make sure
we have birthdate(s) and your anniversary
date, please send a email. Or you can update
any information of the attendance sheet and
place in the offering plate. Thank you!
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Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary

Cornerstone Café @ 5:00 pm
8/7 - BBQ
8/14 - Cavatini

8/21 - Chili Mac
8/28 - Chicken Tenders
9/4 - Meatloaf
9/11 - Sloppy Joe’s
9/18 - Beef & Noodles
9/25 - Ham
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CELEBRATION
Memories of Ministers

In 1915, the Rev. W.J. Velvick’s yearly salary was $1,200.00. The pastor with the largest family was that of Rev.
William Stewart and his wife Mabel, who had 11 children. He served here from 1928-1935. The weekly newspaper The Bonne Terre Register had its beginning in our church basement during this time, later moving to its final
location in what is now the north end of the Cornerstone building, where church offices and youth room are located. The enterprise began initially as a small printing operation making the weekly church bulletin. The Stewart’s eldest son Paul, deaf since 5 from scarlet fever, had been schooled in the printing trade during his stay at Missouri
School for the Deaf in Fulton, MO. Returning home during the Depression with no jobs available, Rev Stewart purchased some cases of type and a job press to keep his son occupied. Church bulletins and odd jobs setting type by
hand eventually lead to the entire family’s involvement/ownership of newspapers in Bonne Terre, Festus, Bismarck,
and Farmington. During Operation Transformation, the Stewart family purchased furnishings for the Pastor’s Study.
Rev. Clarence Burton (1935-39) never read scripture—he recited it from memory. Our current Pastor Dave
Wiant is well known for his inspiring guitar playing. In his time, Rev. Burton was known for playing a portable
organ which he used to accompany himself both in church as well as at Arcadia Church Camp.
Rev. James Broadhead, served Centenary 1939-1945. During this time, his young child Jimmy fell into a cistern
and drowned.
The Rev. Monk Bryan served Centenary from 1947 to1949. His later charges included Maryville, Missouri Methodist at Columbia, and ultimately, his election as Bishop of Nebraska in 1976.
All four of the Spencer family’s children were born during Rev. Willard Spencer’s 1966-1974 stay in Bonne
Terre. His eight-year tenure remains the longest service for any minister at Centenary.
FOR ALL THE SAINTS...
Dr. A. W. Keith, whose house in Big River Mills contained a cellar where Dr. Keith sheltered the famous Civil
War outlaw Sam Hildebrand. During his stay there, Dr. Keith helped Sam write his autobiography. Dr. Keith was a
member of The Brick Church in Big River Mills before becoming one of the 26 charter members of the 1882 beginnings of what became Centenary Methodist.
One of the three members of the 1916 Building Committee was a man named Hans Schantl, of Swiss parents,
who rose to the presidency of the Missouri-Illinois Railroad. It was he who donated the gold cross that still sits
on the worship altar .
Mr. F. H. Dearing, another member of the three-man 1916 Building Committee, began working for the St. Joe
Lead Company as a teenager, rising to become treasurer of the company. When he died in 1936, Mr.
Dearing left Central College approximately $250,000, plus generous bequests to other colleges and orphanages,
including The Dearing Cottage at what was then the Farmington Presbyterian Children’s Home.
Dr. A. L. Evans began his medical practice here shortly after his 1900 graduation from Barnes Medical College in
St. Louis. A quiet man, he took pride in the thousands of babies he delivered and cared for during his 58-year career, covering the walls of his School Street office with photographs of his young patients. Youngsters needing a
physical exam for school or summer camp could expect him to provide the necessary forms without charge. He
and his family were long-time members of Centenary.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE
Throughout the church's history, its members have taken an active
interest and involvement in Bonne Terre. Including miners, clerical workers, St. Joe Lead Company department
heads, and more recently, commuters to St. Louis jobs have all worshiped together under the vaulted ceiling of
Centenary United Methodist Church. Our congregation also has counted doctors, dentists, nurses, teachers, school
superintendents, heads of corporations, and civic leaders among its congregants. Since 1990, our numbers have
included four mayors, two city managers, eight school board members, and one director of the County Health
Department.
In 1932 during the Depression, a work relief effort was begun under the direction of Centenary's Rev. William
Stewart, then head of the Ministerial Alliance. With the all but skeleton crew left to work in the mines, jobless
people never out of work before faced harsh realities before federal aid had been established. Rev. Stewart
acquired permission to use a vacant lot behind the Odeon Theater at School and Division for use as a wood
yard. St. Joe allowed men to cut timber on company land, which was then hauled to the wood yard where people
could come and cut firewood to hear their homes. Large kettles of hominy and soup were prepared and handed
out; donated pigs and cattle were slaughtered there; and people who could afford to pay allowed the Ministerial Alliance to buy needed commodities.
Rev Scott Lohse arrived in the 1990s during the flooding of the Mississippi. Many of the church's youth got to know
him quickly when he took them to Ste. Genevieve to join the sandbagging effort there.
Over 75 years after the Depression when the area face a lesser, but still desperate time in the Recession of 2008-9,
the decision was made to put our new Cornerstone into service beyond our own Sunday needs. Under the leadership of Rev. Michael Kelpe, the Cornerstone Cafe initiative was launched, providing free meals to the community
every Wednesday night. The first year of operation featured a live band, meals prepared in homes and delivered by
participating cooks, and served then as now, with volunteer helpers.
In 2010, the Bonne Terre Chamber of Commerce presented its Hometown Hero Award to Centenary Methodist
Church for its commitment to the City. The building of the Cornerstone, showing Church’s decision to remain in
the heart of the City, in addition to the Cornerstone Cafe, were noted in the presentation.
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SEPTEMBER 2019
New Member’s Class
Sept. 8, 15, & 22.

Youth -5th
Quarter
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Pat Scott

Country Meadows

Bobby Ayres (nephew to Sally Skiles)

Nursing Home

Evelyn Morris

Homebound

Arlene Roberts
Andy Duckett
Ethel Loehr
Debbie - Diane Moore's Sister

St. Joe Manor
NCH Desloge3
Rehab Facility
Nursing Home Belleville IL

Rehabilitation
Rehabilitation

Rosa Prewitt
Jacob Sutton
Anthony Verde
Matthew LaBrot
Anna Husted Deal & Husband Jeffrey
Deal
Todd Mabery
Rebecca Jones

National Guard
Air force - LA
Air force-In Guam for 2 years
Army

Linda Prewitt
Jill & Dave Clemons - grandson
Dee Krause
Jeff and Karen - Son

Marine

Prayer Team
Vicki Weible
Dean (café diner)

Alzheimer's

Rev. Geraldo Nathaniel Matsinhe
Brian Tucker & Family (cousins)

Our Partner Church
`

-

Tuesday Night Bible Study
The study will last 5 weeks (Aug. 27 – Sept.
24) and will meet on Tuesdays at 6:30 – 8 pm

VBS 2019

in the Cornerstone.

We will focus on Apostle Paul’s mission to
Philippi and the conflict between Gospel of
Caesar and Gospel of Christ.
The study is based on That the World May
Know® video series with Ray Vander Laan.
Each lesson stands alone.

WWW.centenarybonneterre.org
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Centenary UMC
Pastor: Rev. David Wiant

Tel: 573 358-2238

Weekly events

20 Park Ave

Fax: 573 358-2909

@ Centenary

Bonne Terre, MO 63628

E-mail: admin@centenarybonneterre.org
Monday:

100 Acts of Service
-

6:00 pm Prayer Shawl
6:30 pm Deborah Circle
(Women’s Group)
1st Monday
7:30 pm AA
Tuesday:
10:30 am Centenary Circle
(Women’s Group)
4th Tuesday
6:30 pm Bible Study
Wednesday:
5:00 pm Cornerstone Café
6:00 pm Chamber Choir
7:00 pm Praise Team

Rehearsal
Sunday:
9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship Service
12:00 pm Phoebe Circle
(Women’s Group)
3rd Sunday
6:30 pm Youth Group
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
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