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Happy New Year! Well, happy new calendar-with-new-dates
year. We have turned over another page to begin not just a
new calendar year but a new decade. This event runs second to
the century and third to the millennium when we think about important calendar
events. But, is it really a “new” year just because we change numbers? Better to
say this; we begin a new year every minute, essentially every second. There, another new year has begun. It will end 365 days and 23 hours and 59 seconds from
now. Wait, there’s another new year. Friends, time is fluid. What we witness in
clocks and calendars are measures of time, not time itself. Time, and space for
that matter, are all moving and happening simultaneously according to physicists.
We have all just agreed on a constant system for identifying what, or better to say,
when it is.
St. Augustine commits a chapter in Confessions to the topic of time. It is certainly
philosophical gymnastics! He is supporting the premise that time is only what we
measure and that isn’t actually what time is. God as the Creator of all is the creator of time and God exists apart from time. God answer to Moses is to tell the
people that “I am who I am.” Our understanding of time is limited to how we can
measure time. Augustine suggests that the present is essentially just the immeasurable moment between past and future. It kind of makes my head hurt. The
amazing thing to me is that God is in a way that moment- always! God is not
really in the past or in the future because God isn’t bound by measured time.
God IS.
This is a freeing thought to me. Yes, I agree, like the rest of you, that we will stick
with the current calendar system and time-keeping. Although, I’m really not a big
fan of daylight savings, but I digress. Yet, to know that we can essentially mark
time in a variety of ways gives me some new ideas. For instance, can we measure
our time by those who we spend time taking care of in ministry? Can we measure
time by our acts of service? Can we look for a pattern of sharing the Gospel
relative to the calendar, meaning, can we count how many people we talk to about
Jesus in a day? A week? The answer to each of these is yes. Of course, the universal agreement on this would be a challenge. Please don’t go to work or school
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and say that you have been gone because you
haven’t done any mission work this month. They
won’t likely support your enthusiasm and you
might get into trouble.
God is not keeping track of our witness. There is
no tally sheet for mission projects. These are gifts
for us. We are able to experience God in new
ways when we embrace the work to which we
have been called. That’s the amazing part about
the things we are asked to do as Christians. They
aren’t “have to’s” You don’t “have to” come to
worship, serve in a mission, read your bible, or
pray every day. But you will be blessed. No one
is keeping track, only you. It is for you that God
offers these means of grace. If you want to know
how much God loves you, do these things! They
are there for your blessing.
So, here we are at a spot in marking time that
means something to our check-writing, our taxes,
school calendars, and the ones we hang on the
walls with kittens on them. But for God, this time
is just as any other. What we are able to do is to
start new in any way, at any time to do that which
God calls us to do. Maybe it is a time to get back
to worship. Maybe take up a devotional. Maybe,

right now, just stop and pray. Time is what you
make of the measured moment. Don’t wait for the
paper calendar to tell you when to start something
new. God is always prepared for a new start! That
is part of the power of Jesus’ life. Jesus picked up
being humbled for us every moment of His life on
earth. And because of that, we have freedom to
experience God’s love every moment of our lives.
Our system for identifying “when” it is helps us in
so many ways to order our lives. But the greatest
way for us to order our lives is in Jesus Christ. Every moment we embrace our Savior is another new
moment that we experience grace. As our measured time passes from future to past, we have that
moment to choose grace. We get to make that decision over and over. And, in each instance, we
begin a new year, a new moment, a new minute, a
new breath, a new life.
Happy New Year my friends! May you experience
God’s abundant blessings every moment. And may
the grace and peace that passes all our understanding be with you always.

Pastor Dave

New Year’s Day Pot Luck

Jan. 1st _ 5:00 pm
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WORSHIP SERVICE
ASSIGNMENTS
SECOND SERVICE
NURSERY HELPERS:
5– Kim Gray
12– Patti O’Connor
19– You??
26– Diane Moore

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Pre K - K - 1st:
Kati Hacker/ Kim Gray
2nd - 5th:
Patti O’Connor
6th - 8th:
Audra Wiant
MONEY COUNTERS:
Jan Caudle & Rita Drochelman

LITURGISTS:
5– Patti O’Connor
12– Jackie Berry
19-Chuck Hubbard
26– Nathan Pack

Check Signers:
1/1 Linda Skaggs & Bob Powell
1/8 Bob Powell & Wayne Weber
1/15 Wayne Weber & Bob Powell
1/22 Bob Powell & Jim Sowers
1/29 & Jim Sowers & Linda Skaggs

GREETERS:
1st Service
Alicia & Mike Whitwell, Kristen Klein,
Sheila Hacker, & Loel Hickman
2nd Service
Shirley Pruitt, Rita Drochelman, Barb &
Richard Hite

Are you on this list? If so, we look forward to serving with you—
and if you cannot, please find a replacement and let the church
office know! Thank you!

Did you know the Women’s Circle has chosen a
name? They are now Lydia Circle. If you would like
more info On Lydia Circle call the office.
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Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary
January 04

Ed & June Yoder

January 27

Tom & Patti O'Connor

Cornerstone Café @ 5:00 pm

1/1 - Pot Luck
1/8 - Turkey Tetrazzini
1/15 - Lasagna
1/22 - Chicken Noodles
1/29 - Sloppy Joes
Please help keep us with updat-

WWW.centenarybonneterre.org

4

ed information. If you have a new
address, phone number, email address or want to make sure we have
birthdate(s) and your anniversary
date, please send a email. Or you
can update any information of the
attendance sheet and place in the
offering plate. Thank you!

JANUARY 2020

Deborah Circle
6:30 pm

Lydia Circle
10:00 am

January 6,

Deborah Circle

Jan 21

6:30

Lydia Circle

January 11,

10:00 am

Men’s Breakfast

5:00 pm
8:00 am

January 1st,

Café Pot Luck

Café Pot Luck
Dinner 5:00 pm

Men’s Breakfast
8:00 am
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PRAYER LIST

ONGOING

GREIVING

Bobby Ayres (nephew to Sally Skiles)
Evelyn Morris
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Nursing Home
Homebound

Arlene Roberts

St. Joe Manor

Rehabilitation

Andy Duckett

NCH Desloge3

Rehabilitation

Ethel Loehr

Rehab Facility

Alzheimer's

Debbie - Diane Moore's Sister

Nursing Home Belleville IL

Rosa Prewitt

National Guard

Prewitt family

Jacob Sutton

Air force - LA

Jill & Dave Clemons - grandson

Anthony Verde

Air force-In Guam for 2 years

Dee Krause

Matthew LaBrot
Anna Husted Deal & Husband Jeffrey
Deal

Army

Jeff and Karen - Son

Marine

Prayer Team

Todd Mabery

Vicki Weible

Rebecca Jones

Dean (café diner)

Rev. Geraldo Nathaniel Matsinhe

Our Partner Church

Brian Tucker & Family (cousins)

`

-

February 25th 2020
2:30 pm– 6:30 pm
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Centenary UMC
Pastor: Rev. David Wiant

Tel: 573 358-2238

Weekly events

20 Park Ave

Fax: 573 358-2909

@ Centenary

Bonne Terre, MO 63628

E-mail: admin@centenarybonneterre.org
Monday:

100 ACTS OF SERVICE

Bring Donations to the Church by January 31, 2020

6:00 pm - Knitting Shawl
Ministry
6:30 pm - Deborah Circle
(Woman’s Group) 1st Mon.
7:30 pm AA/Al-Anon
Tuesday:
10:30 am - Centenary Circle
(Woman's Group) 4th Tues
6:30 pm - Bible Study
Wednesday:
5:00 Cornerstone Café
6:00 Chamber Choir
7:00 Praise Team Rehearsal
Saturday:
8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
2nd Sat.
Sunday:
9:00 am - Worship Service
10:00 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Worship Service
12:00 pm - Phoebe Circle
(Woman's Group) 3rd Sun.
6:30 pm - Youth Group

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00-3:00
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