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I was in second grade when I first put on a pair of glasses. I
was having trouble seeing the blackboard in school (yes, I’m old
enough for chalkboards!) I was also having a hard time playing
baseball, at least that is my excuse for my terrible batting skills. It was an amazing
experience to see the world without things being fuzzy finally. I had clarity. I had
20/20 vision. Of course, there are slight inconveniences with spectacles such as
needing a special pair for sports, losing them in the couch, and not being able to
see when swimming. But the world was clear.
I made a quick trip to see my parents just after the New Year. I was putting in my
contact lenses one morning in the place where I had attempted this feat 30 years
ago. As I stood there, I recalled watering eyes, arguing with my mother (who was
just trying to help), and a great deal of frustration. I hit my arm on the shower, just
as I did all those years ago. Oh, the memories. This trip down memory lane was
an inspiration for the new year.
I started thinking about the benefit of seeing clearly and the drive and passion I had
for achieving that with my contacts. Any challenges that I experienced paled in
comparison to the blessing of seeing clearly. All the struggles of getting those
lenses in and all the trips to fix bent frames were worth it. I can’t imagine life without these helpful devices. I am never without them. They are the first thing I touch
in the morning and the last thing I touch at night. They are a critical part of any
packing list, and as I write, I pause to clean off a spot that is impeding my vision.
Seeing clearly is a blessing beyond compare. I thank God for the ability even if
mine is a bit broken. I’m so thankful for those who have helped me to correct my
blurriness so that my walk through this life is clear and crisp.
This year being 2020, I couldn’t pass up the analogy of 20/20 vision and setting a
“2020 Vision” for us here at Centenary. We have a vision statement that has been
in place for some time. I think it has served well. My thoughts about the upcoming
year are that we look carefully at our vision and determine if it is moving us toward our goals as a church. Might we consider if we need to switch from “glasses
to contacts” and expand our options and flexibility for how we will “make new
disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
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As a result of being a glasses/contact wearer, I
have experienced the benefits of clear vision.
However, I have experienced the challenges of
achieving that clarity. For us to have a clear vision
at our church, we have to step through some of
the very same things as glasses wearers. We have
first to recognize that we are having trouble seeing. We may be able to get a fuzzy picture, but let
me assure you, a fuzzy picture is nothing compared to a crisp view. Once we determine the
need, we need a diagnosis. What will it take to
correct our vision? Our new ‘diagnosis’ will lead
us to the agenda required to achieve our clear
vision. Then, the hard part: putting it into practice.
We will need to be patient as we have new devices for our vision. We will need to anticipate some
tears and frustrations as we work to put those
devices into place. We need to embrace the necessity of using our tools, our prescriptions, every
day. Remember where I said that my glasses/
contacts are the first and last parts of my day. To
achieve our 2020 vision, we will need to do this
all the time. Every day, all day, with every person.
I had tried at times to go without a contact in one
eye or to wear my glasses when one lens was

missing (yes, I was a rough kid), and the result is a
problem. For one, you no longer have 20/20 vision,
and, at least for me, I get very dizzy and get a headache. My point is if only part of our community is
working toward our vision, we won’t have 20/20
vision. We will be blurry at times, which distorts
our goal.
This is my prayer for us this year. I would like for us
to set a vision. I would like for everyone to be involved in planning it and for everyone to work to
achieve it. In the past, Centenary has had people
visit to make a prescription for vision. I think we can
do this on our own. I ask you to trust me and have
faith that I will help us to decide how we can get to
our clear vision. If we are honest, I believe we all
know what we need to do. I believe we can address
our opportunities and craft a vision that will empower everyone to find a place to engage in ministry. I believe we can identify who we want to be as a
church but also a process for growth in the future.
I truly believe that God will lead us toward the
world-changing mission we are called to do. I want
us to be sure we can see it. I pray that we can work
together to have a 20/20 vision
Pastor Dave
in 2020.

Special Combined Service
We are having a special combined service on February 2nd 2020 at 1030 am to discuss several items
related to our church and our denomination. We
will celebrate Holy Communion. This will be an
important time for us to meet together as a faith
community. Please share this information with
others, and encourage them to join us for this day
of worship.

2

WORSHIP SERVICE
ASSIGNMENTS
SECOND SERVICE
NURSERY HELPERS:
2– Jenifer Ferguson
9– Tiffany Schleappe
16– Jill Clemons
23– ?? YOU??

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Pre K - K - 1st:
Kati Hacker/ Kim Gray
2nd - 5th:
Patti O’Connor
6th - 8th:
Audra Wiant
MONEY COUNTERS:
Jan Caudle & Rita Drochelman

LITURGISTS:
2– Jeff LaBrot
9– Donna Jean Weber
16- Patti’ O’Connor
23– Jackie Berry

Check Signers:
2/5 Linda Skaggs & Bob Powell
2/12 Bob Powell & Wayne Weber
2/19 Wayne Weber & Bob Powell
2/26 Bob Powell & Jim Sowers

GREETERS:
1st Service
Alicia & Mike Whitwell, Kristen Klein,
Sheila Hacker, Yon Wibskov & Loel
Hickman
2nd Service
Mary Lee Weible, Sherry Kuntz,
Jill & Dave Clemens

Are you on this list? If so, we look forward to serving with you—
and if you cannot, please find a replacement and let the church
office know! Thank you!

WWW.centenarybonneterre.org
Feb. 2nd right after the service, Centenary UMC will have a
Charge Conference to approve Beth Allen for Candidacy.

3

Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary
February 01

Bruce & Janice Vaught

Cornerstone Café @ 5:00 pm
2/5 - Vegetable Soup
2/12- Pizza Casserole

2/19 - Meatloaf
2/26 - Ham & Beans

Feb. 8 @
8:00 am

Please help keep us with updated information. If you
have a new address, phone number, email address or want
to make sure we have birthdate(s) and your anniversary
date, please send a email. Or you can update any information of the attendance sheet and place in the offering
plate. Thank you!

February 26
6:30 pm

4

FEBRUARY

-

-

2020

5

PRAYER LIST

1/30/2020

ONGOING

Bobby Ayres (nephew to Sally Skiles)

Nursing Home

Evelyn Morris

Homebound

Arlene Roberts

St. Joe Manor

Rehabilitation

Andy Duckett

NCH Desloge3

Rehabilitation

Ethel Loehr

Rehab Facility

Alzheimer's

Debbie - Diane Moore's Sister

Nursing Home Belleville IL
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Rosa Prewitt
Jacob Sutton
Anthony Verde
Matthew LaBrot

National Guard
Air force - LA
Air force-In Guam for 2 years
Army

Prewitt family
Jill & Dave Clemons - grandson
Dee Krause
Jeff and Karen - Son

Anna Husted Deal & Husband Jeffrey

Marine

Prayer Team
Vicki Weible
Dean (café diner)

Todd Mabery
Rebecca Jones

Rev. Geraldo Nathaniel Matsinhe
Brian Tucker & Family (cousins)

Our Partner Church
`

-

February 25th 2020
2:30 pm– 6:30 pm
Sign up sheets @
church or online

Deborah Circle - Feb 3rd
@ 6:30 pm

Lydia Circle - Feb 11th &
25th @ 10:00 am

Phoebe Circle - TBA

7

Centenary UMC
Pastor: Rev. David Wiant

Tel: 573 358-2238

Weekly events

20 Park Ave

Fax: 573 358-2909

@ Centenary

Bonne Terre, MO 63628

E-mail: admin@centenarybonneterre.org
Monday:

100 ACTS OF SERVICE
100 Acts of Service
--We are currently looking for someone with expertise in painting a metal
kitchen cabinet. The requester will pay for all materials needed for this project.
--Parkland Health Center donations: See the January Beacon for specific items
needed for cancer patients and their families. Bring your donations to the
church office and we will get them to the Center.
--Calling all bakers! We are planning a Valentine Themed Cafe on Feb 12. We
will meet in the Cornerstone kitchen Tuesday, Feb 11 at 5:30 to bake some
cakes for our guests. Cake mixes and icing will be provided! We are now allowed to bring homemade desserts, so if you can't make it to the Cornerstone on the 11th, just make something heart-shaped or pink/red and bring it
on Wednesday!

COMING SOON:
--Movie night to show "Overcomer"
--Foster kids assistance
--Hygiene items and other help for "couch surfing" high school students
--Kid's fishing day

The Youth went to the Nursing Home to deliver gift bags.

6:00 pm - Knitting Shawl
Ministry
6:30 pm - Deborah Circle
(Woman’s Group) 1st Mon.
7:30 pm AA/Al-Anon
Tuesday:
10:30 am - Centenary Circle
(Woman's Group) 4th Tues
6:30 pm - Bible Study
Wednesday:
5:00 Cornerstone Café
6:00 Chamber Choir
7:00 Praise Team Rehearsal
Saturday:
8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
2nd Sat.
Sunday:
9:00 am - Worship Service
10:00 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Worship Service
12:00 pm - Phoebe Circle
(Woman's Group) 3rd Sun.
6:30 pm - Youth Group

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00-3:00
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