The Beacon
Centenary United Methodist Church—Bonne Terre, Missouri

MARCH EDITION

THE PASTOR’S PEN— MARCH

In this issue:
Pastor’s Pen

1-2

Service Assignments

3

Birthdays and
Anniversaries

4

Church Calendar

5

Prayer List

6-7

Announcements

8

I travelled this past month to school by airplane. I am a fairly experienced flyer, but still experience all the struggles and
challenges as everyone while passing through security or being
packed into a small space for two hours. When I arrived at my destination I
proceeded to the rental car counter where I encountered an extraordinarily
long line. I waited for an hour and forty-five minutes to get to the counter.
The grumbling at the beginning of this time was notable, but as we realized the
pace and how slow it was moving the temperature of the crowd increased By
the time I neared the end of the line, we were all worked up into a lather that
was trickling down through those behind us as they realized their impending
future. What to do in this extended period of time?
My answer came in the form of a young lady named Aria. She is going to be 10
this week. She was on her way to see Harry Potter World! A smiling, smart
little girl who seemed to be without fear and full of curiosity. Her mother was
just in front of me in line and was waiting for her husband and Aria to return.
Upon her return, the three of us carried on a long conversation covering a vast
span of topics. All the while, Aria twisted and turned, giggled and smiled seemingly not fazed by the length of our wait. Much like the musical movement, Aria
was a bright spot for me.
After several days of classroom work, my wife arrived for a mini vacation. We
ventured out for dinner with a local friend. During dinner, I struck up a conversation with Gary., a very big guy from Minnesota who was out for dinner
with his sister while she visited from out of town. According to Gary, everyone
wants to visit you when you live in Florida. We shared pictures, told stories,
talked family and work, and of course, spirituality. As we went to leave, I
shared my email with him so that he might reach out if he ever needed. Gary
stood as I did and asked for a hug before I left. While the food was excellent, &
Gary was a bright spot for me.
My wife and I ventured to the beach the following day. We happened upon an
outdoor market of epic proportions, and after some shopping, wandered over
to see the sailboats docked over the hill. We admired the size and uniqueness

THE PASTOR’S PEN-CONTINUED

of each. I secretly imagined what each one was
like on the inside. We encounter a gentleman a
few yards down who asked which was our favorite. I had just pointed to comment on one with a
long bowsprit on the front. Yes, I looked that up
too. The gentleman, Mike, informed us that was
his. After a few brief comments back and forth,
Mike invited us to come aboard and see! I was
beside myself. It was very cool and something I
have never done, that is go below deck of a 38foot sailboat. We got the twenty-five-cent tour,
then met Mike’s wife as she returned from her
errands. A brief, but very exciting encounter.
The beach was amazing, but Mike was a bright
spot for me.
I’m still in the middle of my trip for school, but
was glad to have a couple days to enjoy the local
sites. In all of this, I couldn’t help but notice the
amazing people I encountered. My Airbnb host,
Ernie, is a wonderful guy offering suggestions for
activities. My classmates and the people at the
campus are fantastic. It seems that there are
amazing people all around me. Bright spots are all
around!

So, I have to ask myself; am I taking the time to notice all the amazing people I encounter every day?
Consider who you talked to today, yesterday, or
who you will talk with tomorrow. Are you paying
attention to the blessing that they are in your life?
Certainly, we all encounter daily struggles and, let’s
face it, difficult people. But what about the ones
who bring joy to our lives? What about the brief
interactions we have with people that we might
overlook or miss because we are too busy. What
about opportunities we miss connecting with others? Who around us needs for us to slow down
and pay attention to them?
I know I have thought about this before, but for
these past few days, this has been a bright glaring
opportunity. It is something that I have been praying about. So, like my many new friends here, I will
continue to look for more bright spots in my daily
living. And, I will invite you to do the same. More
importantly, I wonder if you might ask yourself how
you can be a bright spot for someone? I think you’ll
find they shine right back.

Pastor Dave

March
8 th

Deborah Circle - March 2 @ 6:30 pm
Lydia Circle - March 23th @ 10:00 am
Mar 14 @
8:00 am
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WORSHIP SERVICE
ASSIGNMENTS
EARLY SERVICE
SET UP:
1– Loel Hickman
8– Kati Hacker
15- Joe Hayes
22– Kati Hacker
29 - Beckers/Hayes

GREETERS:
1– Mike & Alica Whitwell
8– Mike & Sonya Gammon
15- Jeff & Karen LaBrot
22– Sheila Hacker & Loel Hickman
29 - Sarah Clay & Sherry Smith

LITURGISTS:
1– Nathan Pack
8– Ferguson/Civey
15- Paula Eschenbrenner
22– Joe Hayes
29 - Becker/Hayes

LATE SERVICE
LITURGISTS:
1– Chuck Hubbard
8– Nathan Pack
15- Jeff LaBrot
22– Donna Jean Weber
29 - Patti O’Connor

NURSERY HELPERS:
1– Vicki Weible
8– Beth Pack
15- Karen LaBrot
22– Kim Gray
29 - Patti O’Connor

GREETERS:
Ileana Denny, Deb Sharon,
Brenda Cox & Andrew Young

USHERS:
1– Nathan & Caleb Pack
8– Ferguson/Civey
15- Joe Hayes/Mike Petty
22– Jenkins
29 - Beckers/Hayes

Are you on this list? If so, we look
forward to serving with you—and if
you cannot, please find a replacement and let the church office
know! Thank you!
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Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary
March 04

Rick & Debbie Snider

March 15

Wayne & Linda Skaggs

March 19

George & Jan Caudle

March 19

James & Sarah Clay

March 21

Steven & Ileana Denny

March 27

Jason & Jamey Wruck

Cornerstone Café @ 5:00 pm
3/4 - Chili
3/11- Smoked Sausage Stew
3/18 - Vegetable Soup
3/25 - Baked Chop Suey
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Pre K - K - 1st:
Kati Hacker/ Kim Gray
2nd - 5th:
Patti O’Connor
6th - 8th:
Audra Wiant
Youth:
Jeff & Karen LaBrot
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Check Signers:
3/4 Linda Skaggs & Bob Powell
3/11 Bob Powell & Wayne Weber
3/18 Wayne Weber & Bob Powell
3/25 Bob Powell & Jim Sowers

MONEY COUNTERS:
Diane Moore & Judy Gillam
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PRAYER LIST

ONGOING

GREIVING

Bobby Ayres (nephew to Sally Skiles)
Evelyn Morris

Nursing Home
Homebound

Arlene Roberts
Andy Duckett
Ethel Loehr
Debbie - Diane Moore's Sister

St. Joe Manor
NCH Desloge3
Rehab Facility
Nursing Home Belleville IL

Men’s Walk March 26-29
Women’s Walk –
April 16-19
Call the office for more
information.
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Rehabilitation
Rehabilitation
Alzheimer's

Please help keep us with updated information. If you
have a new address, phone number, email address or want
to make sure we have birthdate(s) and your anniversary
date, please send a email. Or you can update any information of the attendance sheet and place in the offering
plate. Thank you!

Rosa Prewitt
Jacob Sutton
Anthony Verde

National Guard
Air force - LA
Air force-In Guam for 2 years

Prewitt family
Jill & Dave Clemons - grandson
Dee Krause

Matthew LaBrot
Todd Mabery

Army

Jeff and Karen - Son
Vicki Weible

Rebecca Jones

Dean (café diner)

Rev. Geraldo Nathaniel Matsinhe

Our Partner Church

Brian Tucker & Family (cousins)

`

-

Feed
My

This is a fundraiser for
“Feed My Sheep”

Sheep

To pay for the Pastor’s Cake.

April 4

9:00 am
To

Last year we raised almost $2400.00. We would like to
raise at least that this year. We will need people to help
prepare the meal, to sell tickets, make desserts and deliver.
If you would like to come to the meetings they will be on
Monday’s at 5:30 pm.

1:00 pm
@ Desloge
1st Baptist

Who remembers Smokey John’s Coffee Cake? YUM.........
Be on the look out for more information coming soon!
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Centenary UMC
Pastor: Rev. David Wiant

Tel: 573 358-2238

Weekly events

20 Park Ave

Fax: 573 358-2909

@ Centenary

Bonne Terre, MO 63628

E-mail: admin@centenarybonneterre.org
Monday:

100 ACTS OF SERVICE

100 ACTS OF SERVICE

6:00 pm - Knitting Shawl
Ministry
6:30 pm - Deborah Circle
(Woman’s Group) 1st Mon.
7:30 pm AA Meeting
Tuesday:
10:30 am - Lydia Circle
(Woman's Group) 4th Tues
6:30 pm - Bible Study
Wednesday:
5:00 Cornerstone Café

Flick and a Float!

6:00 Chamber Choir

Come enjoy a delicious ice cream float
Along with the movie “overcomer”

7:00 Praise Team Rehearsal

FREE TO ALL
BRING YOUR FRIENDS!

Sunday:
9:00 am - Worship Service

MARCH 20, 2020
DOORS OPEN AT 6:00, MOVIE AT 6:30

Saturday:
8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
2nd Sat.

10:00 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Worship Service
6:30 pm - Youth Group

Centenary United Methodist Church
Cornerstone Building
20 Park Avenue, Bonne Terre
Contact Patti O’Connor (Call or Text 314-541-4952;
patticarr333@hotmail.com) if you have questions.
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WWW.centenarybonneterre.org

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00-3:00

