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This has been quite a year. I have started this
article several times with little direction. It seems as
though we have all been tossed back and forth and to and fro. I hardly
know what to say except “congratulations, you’ve made it!” I have had a
rollercoaster of a year myself and I can say that I am so very grateful for
the grace of God to carry me through. Ephesians 2:8-9 reads, “8 For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God— 9 not the result of works, so that no one may boast.” I for
one will certainly not boast of my efforts but consider God’s mighty
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Part of my work this semester included answer the question “what is
Bonhoeffer’s idea of cheap grace?” Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German
theologian who was martyred in World War II. That will be sufficient
information to consider the question. Bonhoeffer suggested this idea of
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cheap grace was forgiveness without true need for change or repentance. Basically, you are forgiven but you don’t have to change how you
live. It is grace that requires no consequences. I found this to be a
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challenging topic. What does this look like for us? Are we transformed
by knowing we are forgiven? Is being forgiven for certain behaviors the
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very thing that causes us to change how we live? I know for me this has
been an idea I have worked on. I feel like I have made progress, but self
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-examination is still a very important task for each one of us.
Now, with that in mind, I wouldn’t be doing my job if I didn’t ask you
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how you have done with this idea. “For by

“Lord, change my heart.” And “Lord, search

grace you have been saved.” This is so very

my heart.” These are short prayers that cause

true. But how have you done this? Through

me to center and consider this idea of grace. I

faith! God has provided all that is necessary
for your forgiveness and you (and I) need to

invite you to consider a process to add onto
your daily routine of prayer during advent to

remember that our faith in God is a pivotal. It

maybe form some new habits that will be helpful

requires change. Notice verse 10, “10 For we

in developing our faith in grace.

are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus

Did you know you can download a clock that

for good works, which God prepared beforehand
to be our way of life.” To be our way of life.
Good works, good living, changed lives because of our faith in the grace of God through
Jesus.

will countdown to Christmas? Yes, such a thing
exists. We used to have advent calendars when
I was a kid. I usually just ate all the chocolate
and pushed the tabs back in for my countdown.
(Don’t judge!) So, let the countdown begin! Let

So, have you been transformed? What part of

us really spend some energy and focus on trans-

cheap grace may have fallen upon you and

formative grace. Not cheap grace that allows us

how can your faith change you?

to live as usual, but grace through faith that
changes us inside and out so that we can be the
world changers that God needs us to be. Maybe
this year will close out with a powerful renewal
of hope that I think we all could use after this
year.

It’s Christmas time, advent to be specific,
where we are to prepare ourselves for the
arrival of Jesus into the world. The reason
Jesus comes is to provide for our forgiveness.
This is what we believe. It is our faith in this
amazing gift that provides for this whole idea.
A celebration of the arrival of love, uncondi-

tional love. As we prepare our hearts for this
gift, what sort of examination are we prepared to do?

I for one am spending extra

time in prayer.

May God bless the remainder of your year.
Merry Christ-mass, the worship of our Lord,
and a blessed new year to each and every one
of you. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 4:7)

Even just simple prayers.

WWW.centenarybonneterre.org
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Pastor Dave

LITURGISTS: 9:00 am

GREETERS: 9:00 am

12/5– Paula Eschenbrenner

12/5– Paula Eschenbrenner

12/12 – Bob Becker

12/12 – Bob Becker

12/19 - Jeff LaBrot

12/19 - Jeff LaBrot

12/26 - Loel Hickman

12/26 - Loel Hickman

LITURGISTS: 11:00 am

Check Signers:

12/5– Patti O’Connor

12/6 Linda Skaggs & Bob Powell

12/12 – Jackie Berry

12/12 Bob Powell & Jill Clemons

12/19 - Chuck Hubbard
12/26 - Nathan Pack

12/20 Jill Clemons & Donna Bouchard
12/27 Donna Bouchard & Jim Sowers

MONEY COUNTERS:
Sandy Cottle & Judy LaBruyere

Small Group Meetings on Tuesday
Nights. @ 7:00 pm.

Eve
Service
December 24th at
5:00 pm & 9:00 pm
3

Are you on this list? If so, we look forward to serving with you—
and if you cannot, please find a replacement and let the church
office know! Thank you!

If you would like to be a
bell ringer, please contact
the Salvation Army at

https://unitedwayofsfc.org/

DEC.
Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary
December 06 Stephanie and Chris Brenon
December 08 Mary Lee & Leslie Weible
December 14

Paula & Jim Eschenbrenner

December 17 Dawn & Larry Kekec
December 20 Donna & Richard Bouchard
December 21

Kassie & Jake Black

December 23 Kristen & Kerry Klein
December 27 Patricia & Pat Jeske

Cornerstone Café @ 5:00 pm

12/1 - Sloppy Joe Casserole
12/8 - Ham & Noodle Bake
Please help keep us with updated information. If you

12/15 - Soft Tacos

have a new address, phone number, email address or want
to make sure we have birthdate(s) and your anniversary

12/22 - Chicken Patty Sandwich

date, please send a email. Or you can update any information
of the attendance sheet and place in the offering plate.
Thank you!
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12/29 - Chili

DECEMBER 2021
December 6th
Chili Supper
4:00 - 6:00 pm

December 12th
10:30 am
Combined Service
&
Children's
Program

December 16th

@ 7:00 pm

Christmas Ensemble
Special

4:00 - 6:00 pm

December
19th
7:00 pm
Blue
Christmas
Service

December
24th

Christmas
Eve

Services

5:00 &

9:00 pm
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PRAYER LIST

ONGOING

GREIVING

Donna Schmidt
Lucy Dealy

Presbyterian Manor
Country Meadows

Debbie - Diane Moore's Sister

Nursing Home Belleville IL

Sean Mathews

Army

Diane Moore - Grandson

Nick Hawkins

Navy

Belinda Straughn - Friend

Rosa Prewitt
Jacob Sutton
Anthony Verde
Matthew LaBrot
Andy Vaughan
Rebecca Jones

National Guard
Air force
Air Force
Army
Air Force
-

Prewitt family
Jill Clemons - Grandson
Dee Krause
Jeff and Karen - Son
Gillingham - Grandson
Dean (café diner)

Rev. Geraldo Nathaniel Matsinhe
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Our Partner Church

Wreath Sign up sheets will be out soon. If you would
like to pay for a Wreath to decorate the Cornerstone
or Sanctuary in Honor or Memory of someone.
Cost $25.00

Christmas Ensemble
Special
December 16th @ 7:00 pm

December 6th

Chili Supper

December 12th
10:30 am

4 :00 - 6:00 pm
Before the Christmas
Parade
Combined Service

& Children’s
Program
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Centenary UMC
Pastor: Rev. David Wiant

Tel: 573 358-2238

20 Park Ave

E-mail: admin@centenarybonneterre.org

Weekly events
@ Centenary

Bonne Terre, MO 63628
Monday:
6:00 Knitting Shawl Ministry
7:30 AA/Al-Anon
Tuesday:
10:30 Centenary Circle
(Women’s Group)
4th Tuesday
Wednesday:
5:00 Cornerstone Café
Drive Thru
7:00 Praise Team Rehearsal

Sunday December 19, @ 7:00 pm
A service of hope for those who struggle during the
holidays.

Sunday:
9:00 am Worship Service in
person and FB live.
(Cornerstone)
11:00 am Worship Service
in person.
(Sanctuary)
6:30 Youth Group

We have Christmas
trees set up with

needy children’s
gift tags hanging on
the tree. You can
help by taking a tag
and purchasing the
gift for the child. Bring the unwrapped
item and tag to the church by December

20th. See Diane Moore or Patti O’Connor
with any questions.
8

Office Hours
Monday &
Wednesday
9:00-3:00

