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  I’d like to talk about the weather.  As I write to you here at the close of July, we have 

finally received some rain! After many weeks of drought-like conditions, the much need-

ed rains began to fall and it looks like there may be some more in the forecast.  The un-

fortunate issue was that this all came the week of camp.  But that didn’t drench our spir-

its! (get it…drench?!)  No, our camp went on with great success.  I am certain that we 

introduced young children to Jesus.  It really was a blessed week! 

I was thinking about the long period we went without rain and I was reminded of the sig-

nificance of water that we find in scripture.  Throughout the text, water is a source of 

life, renewal, cleansing, and even significant geographic locations.  We read about the 

flood, the parting of the sea, the psalms about the renewing force of water, of Jesus heal-

ing, teaching, and preaching around water.  The woman at the well and especially the in-

stance of Jesus’ baptism. These are only a few mentions but suffice to say; water is im-

portant. The human body is made up of nearly 60% water.  We need it to survive and can 

only go about three days without it. Water is vital to us humans and to our story.  

When we experience a literal drought in our area, plants and grass begin to die off.  The 

dirt begins to dry and crack resulting in problems of absorption when the rain finally does 

come.  Because it is so dry, the water just runs off and doesn’t soak into the soil.  I think 

what I’d like to point out is that when we go through a drought, a spiritual drought, we 

face similar issues. Primarily that we begin to dry up and eventually a part of us begins to 

die.  We become so dry and cracked that a little dose of spiritual nourishment isn’t suffi-

cient for us to recover.  We need a deluge of healthy spiritual refreshment in our lives.  

This too is just as critical actual water is to us.  

 



 We need a deluge of healthy spiritual refreshment in 

our lives.  This too is just as critical actual water is to 

us.  

When Jesus encounters the Samaritan women at the 

well, He tells her if she knew who He was, she would 

be asking Him for living water.  What is this living wa-

ter she wants to know?  Jesus tells her that everyone 

who drinks of this spring water will be thirsty again.  

Later in John 7 He says, “Whoever believes in me, as 

the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers 

of living water.’ The interesting thing here is that there 

is no actual scripture that says what Jesus states.  It is 

one of those times when our wisdom and understand-

ing of the rest of scripture comes in to play.  All the 

other references to the power of water as a critical 

part of our survival paint a picture for us, but this isn’t 

the whole of it.  The entire thought and process of this 

theology is something that is too long for us here, but 

we can draw some conclusions about Jesus’ thinking.  

The passages about Moses striking the rock to provide 

water in the desert for the thirsty Israelites is one 

idea. Yes, we can think about Jesus’ words at the well.  

We can certainly think about Jesus’ baptism and the 

power of water as a visible sign of the anointing of the 

Holy Spirit.  But we can also think in practical terms.  

Jesus words should remind us of the conditions we 

witness in a drought.  We should never desire to be in 

that condition and, I assume, would want to avoid it.  

The solution is simple.               
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 We seek the living water that is given to us from Je-

sus.  We walk in the way that Jesus instructs us and 

realize that through the power of the Holy Spirit we 

are nourished and renewed for right living.  God pro-

vides the nourishment we need.  Isaiah 58:11 And 

the Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your 

desire in scorched places and make your bones strong; 

and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of 

water, whose waters do not fail. 

We will face times when the earthly wells run dry. 

Our energy gets depleted and we seem like we are 

running on empty. But the water that our Lord pro-

vides does not.  When we find ourselves in that dry 

place we need only to turn to Jesus for the living water 

that He promises.  If we look at the places where 

things grow in the desert, it is always near water.  You 

can see the roots of the trees growing through the 

banks to reach for that precious water.  We are like 

this.  We have to do all we can to find the water, the 

spiritual water that leads us to life.  

As the rains have come, things will begin to grow.  As 

we search and ask for the living water of Jesus Christ, 

we too will be renewed and nourished for God’s great 

works in the power of the Holy Spirit.  I will see you 

soon in worship for a dose of that living water!   

Blessings,  
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 LITURGISTS: 9:00 am 

8/7-Ferguson/Civey 

8/14-Paula Eschenbrenner 

8/21-Bob Becker 

8/28-Jeff Labrot 
 

LITURGISTS: 11:00 am 

8/7-Jeff Labrot 

8/14-Donna Jean Weber 

8/21-Patti O’Connor 

8/28-Jackie Berry 

 

 

 

 

Are you on this list? If so, we look forward to serving with you—

and if you cannot, please find a replacement and let the church 

office know! Thank you! 

Monday  & 
Wednesday 

 

 

 

 

Check Signers:  
8/1-Linda Skaggs &Bob Powell 

8/8-Bob Powell & Jill Clemons 

8/15-Jill Clemons & Donna Bouchard 

8/22-Donna Bouchard & Jim Sowers 

8/29-Jim Sowers & Linda Skaggs 

MONEY COUNTERS: 
Sandy Cottle & Judy LaBruyere 

GREETERS: 9:00 am 
8/7-The Packs 

8/14-Donna Bouchard 

8/21-Dalana Mauk 

8/28-The Beckers 

Lydia Circle is 

canceled until 

further notice.  

We will let eve-

ryone know 

when the meet-

ings resume. 

9:00am - 
3:00pm  

 



Happy Birthday! 
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WWW.centenarybonneterre.org 

August 01    Harlan Declue 

August 01    Michael Pe y 

August 02    Grant Eaton 

August 02    Lois Pra e 

August 05    Bruce Vaught 

August 06    Brady Clay 

August 06    Tiffany Schleappe 

August 07    Dennis McGee 

August 12    Jim Eschenbrenner 

August 13    Kourtney Kekec 

August 13    Rayland DeClue 

August 17    Pa  Cates-Mar n 

August 19    McKenna Gray 

August 24    Georgiann Moon 

August 28    Cynthia LaBruyere 

August 29    Timothy Schmidt 

August 30    Dave Dealy Jr. 

August 30    Paul Williams 

  

 

Happy Anniversary  

Aug 03-Chuck & Kathy Hubbard 

Aug 4- Robert & Belinda Powell 

Aug 12-William & Jackie Berry 

Aug 15-Jeff & Karen LaBrot 

Aug 15-Robert & Diane Moore 

Aug 17-William & Christy Jenkins 

Aug 26-Travis Walker 

Aug 29-Belinda Straughn 

Cornerstone Café  @ 5:00 pm 

Aug 3– Mostaccioli Casserole 
 

Aug 10 – Chicken Bow Tie Parmesan 
 

Aug 17 – Chicken Tetrazzini 
 

Aug 24 – Hamburger Rice Casserole 

Aug 31 – Ham & Cheese Sandwich 

 

August 
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PRAYER LIST 

PRAYER LIST
Dale Pratt Heart and Cancer
Sherry Kuntz Heart surgery
Sheri Williams Cancer 
Andrew Young recovering
Zach McQuistion (Nephew) Healing and support Bob & Marsha Becker
Mia Rizo Cancer Kati Hacker 
Darlene Swaringsim Husband passed away Dalana Mauk 
Sally Skiles Recovering
Donna Barton Lung Cancer, currently in Hospital, chemoTorie Young
Taylor Hite Car  accident, she's healing, her fiancé died  Barb Hite
Shirley Pruitt Health Issues Dee Krause

JOYS
Thank you for: Prayer request from

ONGOING

Pray for Reason Prayer request from
Theresa Mattingly Hospice Care

GREIVING
Jackie Forrester's family Daughter was killed Diane Moore 
Judy Owen Husband Richard passed away Bob Becker ( brother in law) 

Pray for Reason Prayer request from

ASSISTED LIVING/HOMEBOUND
Donna Schmidt Presbyterian Manor
Lucy Dealy Country Meadows 

Pray for Location Prayer request from
NURSING HOME/REHAB

Pray for Location Reason
Debbie - Diane Moore's Sister Nursing Home Belleville IL

SERVING IN THE MILITARY
Pray for Location Prayer requested by

Sean Mathews Army Diane Moore - Grandson
Nick Hawkins Navy Belinda Straughn - Friend 

Jacob Sutton Air force Jill Clemons - Grandson

Anthony Verde Air Force Dee Krause

Matthew LaBrot  Army Jeff and Karen - Son

Andy Vaughan Air Force Gillingham - Grandson

Todd Mabery Navy Vicki Weible

Rebecca Jones Virginia-Army instructor Dean (café diner)

SERVING AS MISSIONARIES
Pray for Location Reason

Rev. Geraldo Nathaniel Matsinhe Micas Madonele UMC in Mozambique Our Partner Church

Brian Tucker & Family (cousins) In Haiti

                                 **Please update the Church Office regularly with status**
                                                ( Names are on the list for 30 days unless church office is notified)
                                                 Church Office (573) 358-2238    Email: admin@centenarybonneterre.org
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Join us for a Class 
Every Sunday @ 10:00 am   

 Children’s Sunday School - Downstairs in Sanctuary 

 Youth Sunday School - Cornerstone Youth Room 

 Open Door Adult Class - Cornerstone 

 Disciples Class 

Zoom  

Bible Study  
Starting 5/24 

Thursday @ 7:00 pm  Monday @ 10:00 am  

  

 Table Talk 

Tuesday @ 7:00 pm  

Weekday Classes 



 Centenary UMC 

Pastor: Rev. David Wiant Tel: 573 358-2238 

E-mail: admin@centenarybonneterre.org  20 Park Ave 

Bonne Terre, MO 63628 

 

Monday: 

6:00 Knitting Shawl Ministry 

7:30 AA/Al-Anon 

Tuesday: 

10:30 Centenary Circle

 (Women’s Group) 

 4th Tuesday 

Wednesday: 

5:00 Cornerstone Café  

7:00 Praise Team Rehearsal 

Sunday: 

9:00 am Worship Service in 

 person and FB live. 

 (Cornerstone) 

11:00 am Worship Service         

 in person. 

 (Sanctuary)  

6:30 Youth Group 

Weekly events 

@ Centenary 

Office Hours 

Monday &  

Wednesday 

9:00-3:00 
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8/18/22 & 12/1/22- 2-6 pm 

Please remember to pray for our Covenant Church 

MICAS MADONELE UMC in MOZAMBIQUE 

and their Pastor Rev. Geraldo Nataniel Matsinhe 


