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I was up early today and watching news coverage of Hurricane Ian
moving across Cuba and making its way toward the Gulf and likely
toward Tampa. It looks menacing on the radar and the footage of
people getting ready for the storm is a stark reminder of the potential damage of such an event. As I watched, the story of David
and Goliath came to my mind and I reflected on how this story,
and others from scripture, remind us about situations where God’s
faithful people have faced seemingly insurmountable challenges. I
was also reminded that this famous story of the young, soon-to-be
king, is more than a story of the small triumphing over a larger obstacle. It is a story of faith. It is a story that reminds us that in the
face of such challenges, it isn’t might that overcomes but a trust in
God to be our protector and provider.
As often happens when reflecting on scripture, other passages
came to my mind about this subject. Moses and the Red Sea, Daniel and the lions, and my favorite to say; Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. In all of these, it was the stories of Jesus and how the
waters played an important role in teachings about faith. When a
storm arises on the sea, we read that Jesus is asleep on the boat
while the disciples tremble in fear. Jesus calmly rebukes the storm
and it immediately subsides. Oh, and one of my favorites is Peter
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the disciples tremble in fear. Jesus calmly rebukes the storm and it immediately subsides. Oh, and one of my
favorites is Peter stepping out of the boat.
28

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ 29 He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got
out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind,[b] he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and
caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
33
And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’
There is a great lesson in this story as well. See, the feat isn’t that Peter walks on water, but that when he looks away
from Jesus and sees the waves, he begins to doubt and starts to sink. Quickly rescued by Jesus, the response to Peter’s actions prompt Jesus to state, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ The point; it is faith that enables us to face
life’s greatest storms. There is no power greater than that of God. The insurmountable obstacles we face are nothing for God to handle. Yet, we doubt. Why is that?
I think there are a couple of reasons. First, we like to think that we are in control. It is possible that this in itself is a
sinful thought. We have the idea that somehow, someway, we are able to navigate life on our own power and
strength. And then we find ourselves facing challenges that humble us and we become aware that our strength alone
will not suffice. Often, we fret and sometimes even panic. “How will we survive this storm?” Then for us as the faithful we remember that God is there to save us. Here is the problem with this: Why don’t we start with a reliance on
God? Why even attempt to go about life thinking we are in control of such issues. Shouldn’t we start with inviting
God to be our foundation in life? Easy to say, harder to accomplish.
Second, even when we put our trust in God, we get distracted. We are very much like Peter in this story. We boldly proclaim that God will see us through, but begin to doubt when we see just how terrible our situation is. Then we
are pulled up by the hand of Jesus, rescued from peril, and reminded by Jesus saying “I’ve got you.”
Back to David and Goliath. When David says he will fight the giant, he is sure that God is on his side. Saul attempts
to dress him in armor. To wrap him in a layer of protection against the enormous challenger. But the armor doesn’t
fit. What we might take away here is that there are often, maybe even always, earthly efforts that propose to protect
us. But these cannot offer the protection that God provides. These earthly conventions give a false sense of security.
We need to trust in God and not earthly promises. I will leave that one there for you to think about.
This will likely be a devastating event. And history shows that this will probably not be the last storm we see this
year. We should all be in prayer for those who are going to be impacted. But our prayers should not be limited to
the material safety but the faith necessary to weather this storm. We trust that God will provide safety, in whatever
form that might come. Whether it be to flee, to hunker down, or to bring the resources to do the seemingly impossible. It is God who provides. Let us be in prayer for all of those facing the storm. Let us be in prayer for those who
are facing the giants. Let us be in prayer for God to protect all of us from the challenges of today and every day.

Pastor Dave
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LITURGISTS: 9:00 am
10/2 - Paula Eschenbrenner
10/9- Bob Becker
10/16- Jeff Labrot
10/23- Loel Hickman
10/30 - Yon Wibskov

GREETERS: 9:00 am
10/2- Nathan Packs
10/9 - Donna Bouchard
10/16 - Dalana Mauk
10/23- Bob & Marsha Beckers
10/30 - The Jenkins
Check Signers:
10/2 - Linda Skaggs & Bob Powell

LITURGISTS: 11:00 am

10/9 - Bob Powell & Jill Clemons

10/4- Patti O’Connor

10/16 - Jill Clemons & Donna Bouchard

10/9 - Jackie Berry

10/23- Donna Bouchard & Jim Sowers

10/16 - Chuck Hubbard

10/30 - Jim Sowers & Linda Skaggs

10/23 - Nathan Pack
10/30 - Jeff LaBrot

MONEY COUNTERS:
Diane Moore & Tina Schrum

Are you on this list? If so, we look forward to serving with you—and if you cannot,
please find a replacement and let the church office know! Thank you!

Monday &
Wednesday

Cornerstone Café is looking for volunteers for setup, serving and cleanup afterwards. Please consider serving your community by volunteering
for our Café outreach activity

9:00am 3:00pm

3

September
Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary
October 04

Nathan

Pack

October 06

Wes

Straughn

October 11

Kathy

Hubbard

October 12

Victoria

Chandler

October 15

Ronnie

Skiles

October 16

Chris

October 20

Oct

02 Devra & Howard Long

Oct

03 Cynthia & Evan LaBruyere

Oct

05 Lucy & Dave Dealy

Oct

06 Tammy & Joe Hayes

Brenon

Oct

10 Kim & Eric Schrum

Dalana

Mauk

Oct

29 Lois & Larry Pratte

October 21

Andrew

Civey

October 21

Ken

McKoy

October 24

Jill

Jeude

October 25

Bob

Gawf

October 25

Jamey

Wruck

October 26

Jeff

LaBrot

October 27

Lucy

Dealy

October 27

Raymond Hacker

October 30

Audra

Wiant

October 30

Bob

Powell

October 30

Mary Lee Weible

Cornerstone Café @ 5:00 pm
October 5 – Ham
October 12 – Chili Mac
October 19 – Meatloaf

WWW.centenarybonneterre.org
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October 26 – Beef & Noodles

October 2022
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PRAYER LIST
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Join us for a Class
Every Sunday @ 10:00 am
Children’s Sunday School - Downstairs in Sanctuary
Youth Sunday School - Cornerstone Youth Room
Open Door Adult Class - Cornerstone

Weekday Classes
Monday @ 10:00 am

Table Talk
Tuesday @ 7:00 pm

Thursday @ 7:00 pm

Disciple Study
Online
Bible Basics Study
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Centenary UMC
Pastor: Rev. David Wiant

Tel: 573 358-2238

20 Park Ave

E-mail: admin@centenarybonneterre.org

Weekly events

@ Centenary

Bonne Terre, MO 63628
TH

JOIN US FOR A TRIVIA NIGHT - OCT 15 ,
7 PM @ The Cornerstone

Monday:
6:00 Knitting Shawl Ministry
7:00 AA Meeting
Tuesday:
7:00 Al Anon Meeting
7:00 Bible Basics Study

Wednesday:
5:00 Cornerstone Café
6:30 Praise Team Rehearsal
Thursday:
7:00 Disciple Study Online

Teams of 8. $10.00 each.
Benefits our ministry, FREE STUFF FOR SCHOOL!
Hosted by Audra Caine, B104-FM
Bring some snacks to go with the popcorn, tea and
lemonade we will provide. More details to come.

Sunday:
9:00 am Worship Service in
person and FB live.
(Cornerstone)

11:00 am Worship Service
in person.
(Sanctuary)
6:00 Youth Group

Office Hours
Monday &
Wednesday
9:00-3:00

Please remember to pray for our Covenant
Church

MICAS MADONELE UMC in MOZAMBIQUE
and their Pastor Rev. Geraldo Nataniel
Matsinhe
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Please help keep us with updated information. If you have a new address, phone
number, email address or want to make sure
we have birthdate(s) and your anniversary date,
please send a email. Or you can update any information of the attendance sheet and place in

